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PATSY MINK: AHEAD OF THE MAJORITY is the remarkable political journey of an Asian American 
woman who battled racism and sexism, shattered barriers and redefined American politics.  

In 1965, Patsy Takemoto Mink became the first woman of color in the United States Congress. Seven 
years later, she ran for U.S. president and co-authored Title IX, the landmark legislation that opened up 
higher education and athletics to Americaʼs women. 

The film goes beyond Minkʼs accomplishments to reveal a woman whose political journey was often 
lonely and tumultuous. Dispelling stereotypes of the compliant Japanese female, she encountered sexism 
within her own party, whose leaders disliked her independent style and openly maneuvered against her. 
Her liberal politics, particularly her vocal opposition to the Vietnam War, engendered intense criticism.  

As Franklin Odo, director of the Smithsonian Asian Pacific American Program, says, “Patsy Mink offers a 
phenomenal political story, because she was so outside what you would expect of a woman, of a 
Japanese American and of a member of Congress.” A woman of the people as well as a pioneer, a patriot 
and also an outcast, Patsy Minkʼs story proves endlessly intriguing, and is one that embodies the history, 
ideals and spirit of America. 

 

Credits 
2009, 54 minutes, Color/B&W 
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Festivals & Screenings 

�� � � San Joaquin International Film Festival  
Winner - Spirit of Humanity Award, 
Nominated - Best Documentary Film 
 
�� � � Los Angeles Asian Pacific Film Festival  
Nominated - Grand Jury Award for Best 
Documentary 
 
�� � � DisOrient Asian American Film Festival  
Winner - Grand Jury Prize for Best Feature 
 
�� � � � 0C4� � 8CH� * > < 4= � B� � 8; < � � 4BC8E0;  
Winner - Blue Magnolia Award for Best in 
Festival, Winner - Bennett Spirit Award for 
Most Positive Portrayal of a Woman, Winner 
- Zora Neale Hurston Award for Best 
Documentary Film 
 
�� � � San Francisco International Asian American 
Film Festival 
Winner - Comcast Audience Award for Best 
Documentary Feature, Nominated - Best 
Documentary Feature 
 
�� � � Honolulu International Film Festival 
Winner - Best Documentary, Winner - Best 
Hawaiian Film, Winner - Gold Kahuna Award 
 
�� � � International * > < 4= � B� � 0H� � 8; < � � 4BC8E0;  
Finalist - � A> BB-� D; CDA0; � � < 10BB03> A� � F0A3 
 
�� � � Hawaii International Film Festival 
Winner - Audience Award for Favorite 
Documentary, Nominated - Golden Orchid 
Award for Best Documentary 
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COMPOSER 
Joel Goodman 

NARRATOR 
Jody Mishan  

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 
Marlene Booth 

ASSOCIATE PRODUCER 
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PRODUCTION ASSISTANT 
Margret Arakaki 

CREATIVE CONSULTANTS 
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Sasha Khokha  
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ACADEMIC CONSULTANTS 
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Director Bio 

KIMBERLEE BASSFORD, 
DIRECTOR, PRODUCER, 
WRITER, and CO-EDITOR, is an 
award-winning independent 
filmmaker from Hawaiʻi who has a 
passion for social issue and cultural 
stories. She was a producer on 
UNNATURAL CAUSES (2008), a 
four-hour national PBS 
documentary series and public 
engagement campaign that 
investigates our disturbing 
socioeconomic and racial disparities 
in health. She was also a producer 
on the three-hour PBS documentary 
series THE MEANING OF FOOD (2005), which explores the social significance of food in the United 
States. 
  
Bassford had her directorial debut with CHEERLEADER (2003), a short documentary that follows a squad 
of young, bright-eyed California cheerleaders on its quest for the national cheerleading championships. 
The film aired on HBO Family and won the Student Academy Award in Documentary and CINE Golden 
Eagle. It also screened in film festivals in the U.S., Canada, Europe and New Zealand, including the 
Cannes Film Festival as part of the Kodak Emerging Filmmaker Showcase. The film has educational 
distribution through Documentary Educational Resources. 

Bassford is a graduate of Punahou School and holds a B.A. in psychology from Harvard University and a 
masterʼs journalism from the University of California, Berkeley. She owns Making Waves Films LLC, a 
documentary production company in Honolulu. 
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What People are Saying About Patsy Mink: Ahead of the 
Majority 
 

“An inspiring documentary.”  
G. Allen Johnson 
San Francisco Chronicle 

“[Mink was] outside the mainstream, edgy, ahead of her time, a champion for democratic principles.… a 
must-see for anyone needing hope that some politicians stay true to their campaign promise… a close 
study of one of the USAʼs most revered politicians for egalitarian principles.”  
Rady Ananda 
OpEd News 

“Inspirational…. a pleasing tribute to the congresswoman.”  
Ryan Senaga 
Honolulu Weekly  

Bassfordʼs treatment of Minkʼs life lives up to its title.… Someday, America will live up to Minkʼs version of 
the country.  
Peter Wong 
BeyondChron 

	  
 
More Info 
For press and exhibition booking requests please contact: 
Julie Whang, Sales & Marketing Manager 
jwhang@wmm.com | 212.925.0606 x320 
 
Hi-res photos are available for download on this filmʼs web catalog page at www.wmm.com. 
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Honolulu	  Weekly,	  October	  15,	  2008	  
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28th	  Annual	  Hawaii	  International	  Film	  Festival,	  10/17/2008	  
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Nichei	  Bei	  Times,	  February	  19-‐25,	  2009	  
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Pacific	  Citizen,	  October	  17-‐November	  6,	  2008	  




